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fying spirit of orthodox reform, a tinge of the new liberalism,
a mystic irrationalism, and the authoritarianism of a new
revelation. It appealed, therefore, to a group who w6re
somewhat affected by the new conditions, but did not wish to
make the complete break of becoming Christians, and were
not sufficiently affected by those conditions to rely upon
their own new position and to take responsibility them-
selves for Islamic modernism. The Ahmadiyah supplied
such persons with a reform of the more obvious super-
stitions and corruptions ; with a little liberalism; with an
emotional security against Christianity; and underlying all,
the authoritarianism of an accepted dogmatic infallibility,
plus the enthusiasm and support of a small and self-
conscious group.
As the movement developed within the developing
historical process, a time came when the liberal element
had advanced sufficiently that it could and must dispense
with the other, supporting, elements, which it had out-
grown. The liberalism and the mystic authoritarianism
consequently disentangled themselves* and the movement
split. One section, comprising the middle-class members,
set up its headquarters in a city (Lahore), and chose for
leader a highly intelligent, slightly nationalist9, English-
educated lawyer, one "Muhammad 'all. This group has
grown increasingly liberal, and has approached nearer and
nearer to ordinary liberal Islam. It Ijelittles its connection
with Mirzk Ghulam Ahmad, whose prophethood it explicit-
ly repudiates; and it is gradually obliterating the distinction
between itself and the general middle-class Muslim com-
munity. That community also is beginning a little to forget
that distinction, and to look upon the Lahore Ahmadiyah
as simply an energetic and worthy Muslim missionary
society. ^This Lahore section has, in fact, played a large
part in the dissemination of Islamic liberal ideas. It has
been politically passive.
*The other section of the movement, when the split came,
stayed in the village (Qadian), and chose for leader a man
whose claim was his descent from the * Messiah* Ahmad